
A STORY OF
DELAYS

The SJC, Equal Education and the Nyanga CPF 
�led papers in the Equality Court to compel the 
SAPS to reallocate human police resources in an 
equitable manner that does not discriminate 
against poor, Black communities. Litigation was 
a last step after multiple attempts at engaging 
with the SAPS went unheard. However, SAPS has 
regularly delayed court proceedings and used 
state money to impede equality.
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15 March 2017

Lawyers for the SJC, EE and 
Nyanga CPF, under legal explora-
tion, request SAPS’ Police 
Resources national allocation data 
for all 1140 police precincts 
across the country.

27 March 2017

Lawyers for the SJC, EE and 
Nyanga CPF again request 
SAPS’ Police Resources 
national allocation data.

31 March 2017

Lawyers for the SJC, 
EE and Nyanga CPF 
again request SAPS’ 
Police Resources 
national allocation 
data.

2016 2017

19 April 2016

Equal Education (EE) 
�les its af�davit as a 
co-applicant.

27 April 2016

The Nyanga Community 
Policing Forum (CPF) and 
residents march to the 
Nyanga Police Station.

13 June 2016

The Nyanga Commu-
nity Policing Forum 
(CPF) �les papers to 
join the matter as the 
third applicant.

1 December 2016

Our counsel indicate that the �ling of papers 
by 5 December 2016 is reasonable. SAPS 
fails to respond to this correspondence. 

5 December 2016

Our counsel telephone SAPS’s counsel to 
enquire about the overdue papers. SAPS 
proposes a meeting instead.

9 December 2016

SJC, EE and the 
Nyanga CPF �le a 
chamber-book 
application to compel 
SAPS to �le their 
answering papers.

18 October 2016

The Nyanga CPF �les its supporting af�davits.

24 November 2016

Our counsel agree 
to this as long as 
the extension is 
only a “few days”.

31 January 2017

Order of Court granted 
in terms of the Cham-
berbook Application. 
SAPS directed to �le 
their papers by 7 
February 2017. 

17 February 2017

SAPS �les 3 
answering af�davits.

20 February 2017

SAPS �les another 
af�davit.

27 Feb    2017

SAPS �les another 
af�davit 
(5 of 7 now �led).

13 March 2017

SAPS �les two 
answering af�davits. 
Their replying papers 
are now all �led 3.5 
months after they were 
�rst required to �le by 
a court order.

31 March 2017

President Zuma, in 
reshuf�ing cabinet, 
appoints Fikile Mbalula 
as the new minister of 
police and Bongani 
Mkhongi as the new 
deputy.

31 March 2016

SJC �les the Founding 
Af�davit in the Equality 
Court (High Court, Cape 
Town).

12 August 2016

SAPS indicate they will 
oppose the Nyanga 
CPF’s intention to join.

24 November 2016

SAPS counsel ask for 
an extension beyond 
the 30 November 2016 
deadline.

Hearing regarding the 
intervention application 
of the Nyanga CPF heard. 

20 September 2016

23 September 2016

Court rules in favour of 
the Nyanga CPF.

28 April 2017

Lawyers for the SJC, 
EE and Nyanga CPF 
send a second letter to 
determine whether 
SAPS are withdrawing 
their opposition to the 
Police Resources court 
case.

4 May 2017

Lawyers for the SJC, EE 
and Nyanga CPF send a 
third letter to determine 
whether SAPS are 
withdrawing their 
opposition to the Police 
Resources court case.

21 June 2017

SJC, EE and 
Nyanga CPF �le 
their replying 
papers.

 27 October 2017

SJC, EE & Nyanga CPF 
march to Parliament 
demanding safer 
communities, safer 
schools & police 
resources.

22 November 2017

SJC marches to 
Parliament & 
delivers police 
resources court 
papers to Portfolio 
Committee on 
Police.

25 April 2017

Lawyers for the SJC, EE and 
Nyanga CPF write to the State’s 
Attorney to determine whether 
SAPS are withdrawing their 
opposition to the Police 
Resources court case.

19    April 2017

SAPS responds 
to the SJC, EE 
and Nyanga 
CPF’s request 
for the national 
allocation 
data.

5 May 2017

Of�ce of the State 
Attorney responds 
indicates the SJC, EE 
and Nyanga CPF must 
proceed with litigation.

28/29/30 Nov 2017
& 14/15 Feb 2018

Matter is heard in 
the Equality Court.

23 April 2017

At a meeting held in 
Khayelitsha in the newly 
appointed Deputy Minister 
of Police Bongani Mkhongi 
said:

“We are going to agree 
with you [SJC] 
...therefore the police 
must not be hostile to 
the progressive demand 
of the people. The 
police should support 
the progressive agenda 
of the people, because 
it is the police of the 
people, not the police of 
the system. So, we are 
not going to contest 
you.”

2018

26 April
2017

The State Attorney indicates it will 
consult with SAPS.


